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After Action Report

Erste Gruppe

1.Zug, 5.Kompanie

II.Battallion, 916.Infanterie Regiment

352.Infanterie Division 

Event Name: Peru Tactical
Event Date: 13. Februar 2010
Location: Peru, KS
Duration: 0830-1600
Event Type: Tactical
Scenario(s): Capture Town 
352.ID Members: Leutnant Erik Runge, Unterfeldwebel Michael Kepley, Gefreiter Boone Myers, Grefeiter Gerarhd Ritter, Gefreiter Miles
Other Axis Units: 12th-[image: image13.jpg]


, España Div., Elements of a Fallschirmjäger Division
Axis Numbers: ~15
Enemy Units: U.S. 4th Armored, British Paratroopers, US Airborne
Enemy Numbers (estimate, if needed): ~25
Summary:  

On 13. Februar 2010, the 352.Infanterie Division (916.Infanterie Regiment, II.Battalion, 5.Kompanie, 1.Zug, 1.Gruppe) assembled outside of an abandoned brick factory near Peru, KS.  The Gruppe fell in with elements of several other Divisions to form a Kampfgruppe.  The order of the day was to seize the town and hold out as long as possible.  
Narrative: 

Elements of the 352.Infanterie Division traveled to and arrived at Peru, KS at approximately 0830 on 13.Feb.  Erste Gruppe consisted of Leutnant Erik Runge and Unterfeldwebel Michael Kepley.  Temporarily joining the Gruppe for this battle was Grefeiter Gerarhd Ritter, Gefreiter Boone Myers and Gefreiter Miles ???. The Gruppe was armed with five K98s (with one sniper scope), a K-43, a PPSh-41, a P38 and a couple of M39 Eihandgranate and one M24 Stielhandgranate.  The Gruppe fell in to form a Kampfgruppe, with elements of the 12th-[image: image2.png]


, the España Div., and a single Fallschirmjäger.  The Gruppe was commanded by Hauptmann John Colyer, with Leutnant Runge acting second in command.
The Kampfgruppe deployed approximately 150 m. west of the town.   España Div. deployed as a recon unit, while the rest of the Kampfgruppe followed.  The town was abandoned, and the Amis were no where to be seen.  The Kampfgruppe set up hasty defenses.  A sniper was placed in a high, two story building.  An MG-34 was placed guarding the town’s north flank.  Two riflemen were sent out to protect the MG’s left flank.  Two riflemen were positioned on the south side of the town.  España Div. took to the hills east of the town.  When Allied forces approached, they approached from nearly every direction.  They outnumbered our forces nearly two to one.  They quickly surrounded the town, and pressed inward, wiping out nearly the entire Kampfgruppe.  

Remnants of the Kampfgruppe reformed approximately 50 m. west of the town.  Realizing that we were outnumbered, and a head-on assault would prove to be fruitless, Hauptmann Colyer decided to send two small forces north and south of the town.  He would take España Div. and the 12th-[image: image3.png]


 around the north sector while Lt Runge led the remaining Soldaten of the Kampfgruppe in the southern strike.  Runge's force moved back west before moving south towards the side road, then followed the road east in an attempt to move up the hill on the far south side of the battlefield. Taking the top of the hill would provide a tactical advantage for mounting an offensive operation.  Before reaching the hill, Runge's forces encountered the Ami’s CP, and was unable to bypass it.  Instead, his force moved along a trench towards the south west corner of the town.  Upon reaching the town outskirts, there was no enemy opposition, and no enemy movement was spotted.  Runge deployed his troops along the south edge of the town and instructed them to hold fast.  
The Gruppe held on for only several minutes before being overrun again by advancing Allied forces. 

After being overrun, Lt Runge, Ufwbl Kepley, Gftr Myers and Gftr Miles managed to move around the south side of the brick factory and made it to the top of the ridge on the east side of town.  The group of four made it to the tallest brick building and took positions inside.  Once in, Myers and Miles covered the east side of the building while Kepley and Runge covered the west and north side of the building.  The south side of the building was inaccessible.  While in this position, these four Soldaten inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy, killing at least 15 in a matter of 20 minutes.  The Gruppe had to retreat shortly after to regroup with the rest of the Kampfgruppe. 

In the afternoon, the Kampfgruppe assembled again, this time on the east side of the town, on top of the hill.  Lt. Runge led the same Gruppe to the same building they had occupied earlier that morning.  After deploying several Soldaten in and around the building, he directed the rest of the Kampfgruppe to take positions along the ridge of the hill.  The strategy for the rest of the battle was to hold the east side of the town and let the enemy come to us.  We had lost a few Soldaten from the morning’s battle, and would be unable to form a successful attacking force, so we waited for the enemy to come out looking for us.  They overran parts of our lines in the afternoon, but we were able to successfully push back and hold our position until approximately 1530, at which time the Kampfgruppe pulled out of the battle.
Positives: 

-Taking and holing the tall building as a stronghold.  Ufwbl Kepley recognized its importance and its choke points and suggested to leadership that it be taken and held.  By doing so, heavy casualties were inflicted upon the enemy
-Use of grenades and smoke bombs in close combat can be and were effective.   
Things to improve: 

-German language/commands – especially in close combat situations.  It adds to the realism of the battle, and enhances the reenacting experience.   
-Weapons fire in close quarters.  Several times I witnessed people running around corners with their weapons up, seeing an enemy and firing.  This can prove to be very dangerous/deadly.  Also, firing a weapon too close to someone’s ear can cause pain and/or permanent damage to hearing.  Reenacting needs to be a close representation of what really might have happened, but safety should always come first.     

Goals/Objectives:   

-Take and Hold the Abandoned Brick Factory
Analysis: 

Take and Hold the Abandoned Brick Factory – The Kampfgruppe tried several times to take and hold the town.  Initially taking the town proved to be a fairly simple task, but when the enemy moved in with larger numbers, it was difficult to hold out.  The Kampfgruppe was defeated several times before finally obtaining and holding (fairly well) a line of defense late in the afternoon and in the battle.  
Recommendations: n/a
Exemplary Action: n/a 

Commendations: n/a
Other Remarks: n/a
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Zugführer
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