Headquarters

Company A, 53rd AIB, 4th AD

AFO 042

18 January 2010

Subject:  After Action Report, Tactical Reenactment, 16 January 2010

To:  Officers and Men of Company A

1. In compliance with paragraph 10, C3, AR 345-105 dated 9 March 1943, the following report is submitted:

a. DATA: First engagement

(1) Initial Date Contacted Enemy – 15 January 2010

(2) Organization that initially contacted enemy – 1st squad, 1st Platoon, Company A

(3) Casualties – Company A, approximately 375% casualties.  1st squad, approximately 30 casualties total

(4) Location – Camp Clark, Missouri

(5) Key officers lost from the company during operations:  None

(6) Effective strength of company upon entry into actual combat: Enlisted Men 8.

(7) Effective strength of company after 1 day of combat: Officers 0, Enlisted Men 0.

(8) Communications:  1st squad had no radio or wire communications with Company

(9) Estimated enemy strength – approximately 1 platoon, 30 to 40 men

(10) Estimated enemy casualties – approx. 300%

(11) Principal enemy weapons – Multiple automatic weapons
(12) Summary of Action 16 January 2010
Members of A Company were as follows:  Staff Sergeant Lockwood, Sergeant Cooley, Corporal Andrews, Private Nestelroad (Medic), Private Lockwood, Private Armbregger, Private McClure, and Private McCormick.
Following inspection at the assembly area, 1st platoon, G Company, 36th Infantry Division (with 1st Squad, 4th Armored Division attached as the platoon’s 4th squad) marched approximately ½ mile to the jump-off point for the first scenario of the day.  At this point, the platoon was split off into individual 
After Action Report (continued)

squads, with 4th squad leading a reconnaissance of the platoon toward enemy lines.  After clearing a bridge over a large stream, 4th squad continued along the far bank of the stream, covering the flank of the rest of the platoon as it sought out the enemy.  Upon reaching a road through a wooded area, 4th squad began taking light casualties from an enemy OP.  At this point, the remainder of the platoon came up to the road, and began an platoon assault across the road and open meadow towards the enemy position.  The platoon suffered approximately 25% casualties crossing the open ground, but were aided by smoke grenades.  Fourth squad continued to cover the left flank of the platoon, attacking through the woods and cutting off the escape route of the enemy force, including eliminating one enemy MG nest.  
After completing the assault, the platoon rested, re-equipped and ate rations. 

With the receipt of new orders, the platoon moved toward the small village of Malmedy.  The platoon was tasked with defending the village from a German assault.  The command element of the platoon located itself in the second story of a structure while dividing the squads to cover the front, rear and right flank of the village.  Fourth squad was tasked with defending the frontal approaches of the village and found itself quickly routed by superior enemy numbers and firepower.  The Germans then quickly gained control of the village but could not move to eliminate the American threat in the woods as they could cover the open ground between the village and the woods.  Several attempts were made resulting in heavy casualties.

First platoon then organized a counter-attack on the village, taking heavy casualties, but eventually routing the Germans from the village.  Clearing the buildings involved the use of several grenades and costly charges by entire squads.

Following the assault, 4th squad was tasked with helping to remove a jeep from the deep mud near the village, wishing that one of their halftracks was available to do the job instead of their sore backs.
After receiving new orders, the platoon marched approximately 1.5 miles to the jump-off point for another attack against the German right flank.  After 
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establishing a strong position in the woods bordering a small stream, the platoon was heavily supported by a 

German platoon, driving the center and right of the platoon back.  The 4th squad, having been placed on the left of the platoon’s flank, was not discovered by the German forces, allowing the squad to advance and envelope the Germans from the flank, catching the Germans by surprise and causing heavy casualties, while suffering light casualties themselves.  This was the final action of the day.
 

(13) Cooperation attached units:  1st squad was attached to 1st platoon, G Company, 36th Infantry Division as 4th squad of the platoon, Staff Sergeant Lockwood commanding, Sergeant Cooley assisting.
(14) Effect of Artillery and support:  No artillery or other support was available.

(15) Recommendations for decorations:  None
__________________________

Allen R. Cooley

Acting Sergeant, 1st Platoon, Company A

4th Armored Division
 

DECLASSIFIED








